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Top Notch Players 


Support the Radiologic Auditions 

Technology Club Are you talented? 

When: Thursday Do you want to show- 
December 7, case your talents? Do 

Where: Uno’s Haverhill you want to learn more 

(30 Cushing Ave). about theater? Then 

Mention to your server we have to audition for 
that you are there to you! 

support the RT Cub. When: Wednesday, 
rs December 8 

Ping Pong Tournament- 3pm - 6pm 

When: Friday, Where: Spurk Build- 

December 8 ing C307 

Where: Sports and 

Fitness Center Free Farmers Mar- 
All are welcome- just ket and Petting Zoo 
come by! When: Tuesday, 

December 12 

Drop-in meditation! 12:30 to 1:30 p.m. 

The meditation groups Where: Haverhill cam- 
are facilitated by mem- pus- Sports and Fitness 
bers of the counseling Center Lawrence cam- 
center staff, Karen Hrus- pus- El Hefni Allied 

ka, Sean Goldman and Health and Technology 
Gabe Garcia. Building 

El-Hefni building, Room eka bay-Tenvie Bectont 

LC-307 Mondays from Registration staff set up in the Spurk lobby on Dec. 4 to help students get signed up for Grades come out! 
12:30 pm -1:00 pm and Spring classes without having to commute to the Student Center. Registration was com- 

Student Center, Room plete with pizza, pens, highlighters and a few other surprises. When: Tuesday, 
SC-203 Thursdays from Students reflect on line videos are also provided on Kowalik, though he consid- December 26 


12:30 pm -1:00 pm 


registration, now 


the site. 
Nathaniel Torres, a student at 
NECC, says, “I’ve never had a 


ers himself a procrastinator, also 
said, “I’ve never not been able 
to take a class because it was too 


: ’ and apd u he ed Ls S problem figuring out how to reg- full- I’m usually pretty good with 
Still Point Dancers Fall ister for classes. signing up on time.” 
Performance Correspondent James Kowalik, another stu- However, it is important to 
With the last few weeks of dent, says, “I already signed up know that classes can fill, and 
When: Saturday classes approaching, students for classes- super easy.” people are not always able to 
December 9 attending both Haverhill and Registering for classes in a_ take the courses they want, which 
Where: Pentucket Lawrence Northern Essex Com- timely manner is frequently rec- sometimes increase the semesters 
Regional High School, 22 sh a se aro ce aera most professors, as spent for students at Northern Es- caper: gray re 
? een reminded about the need to well as students. sex. 10 Be 
Main St. West Newbury register for spring classes. Spaces in classes appear to al- If anything, it is important to room C-112(b) 
MA. : Registration for classes is ways fill up faster than anybody register early to ensure you will 978.556.3689 
Cost: $8 for adults, $6 possible online, through an ad- thinks they will. With procrasti- be in some enjoyable classes. 
. viser, or through the workers at nation being a problem found in Kowalik says, “Yes, I’m hap- + iene? 
for student and seniors, the advising center in the student most students, the time crunch is py with the classes I chose next 45 Franklin St. main lobby 
$4 children under 12 building.Staff also set up mobile usually stressed during the next semester. I changed my direction 978.655.5939 


advising and registration events 
on both campuses. 

Northern Essex also has a 
website, with a web link that 
provides additional information 
about registering for classes. On- 


few weeks of classes. 

Isabella Ricci says, “Luckily, 
I’ve never had a problem with 
trying to get into a class that was 
already full- I never register too 
late.” 


to art to follow being a tattoo art- 
ist.” 

Ricci says, “I’m transferring 
next semester, but I am happy 
with the classes and I’m excited 
to take the next step.” 


ae 
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to NECC for everything 


it has given me. 
By Travis BARRETT 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 

I have to start this last editorial 
off by thanking Northern Essex 
for everything it has given me. 
If you attend this school, you’re 
lucky. You attend an affordable 
community college that helps 
create a solid stepping stone to 
further your education. 

This school has given me the 
time to find exactly what I was 
looking for and gave me the fac- 
ulty to do just that. When I first 
arrived here I wasn’t sure what 
the appropriate path was going to 
be for me, all I knew was that I 
had time. After my first semester 
I knew journalism was what I felt 
really passionate about. 

That sort of passion never hit 
me the way journalism did, it’s 
funny how we can view a certain 
aspect of our life differently in 
such a short time frame. That’s 
how my life has been going for 
the last few years. 


Editorial 


() observer.necc.mass.edu [Yj @theneccobserver 


All good things must come to an end 


A farewell and thank you 4s you guys know, I at- 


tended Framingham State 
University and didn’t do so 
hot, lets say. I didn’t have 
something I felt passion- 
ate about. Things started 
to change here at NECC, I saw 
things in a bigger picture and 
knew if something didn’t work I 
could fix it or find someone who 
would help. 

At the end of my first semester 
I met Amy Callahan (the head of 
the journalism department) and 
Mary Jo Shafer (who is the facul- 
ty adviser for the NECC Observ- 
er.) Their passion for journalism 
has really inspired me to push 
further in my career and make it 
my own. They guided me through 
what journalism would be like 
and how the paper is and every- 
thing else that comes with the ti- 
tle of being a journalist. 

For that, I owe them the world, 
without them I don’t know where 
I would be or what I would be do- 
ing. Probably still frantically try- 
ing to figure out what to do with 
my life. 

So when I first joined journal- 
ism I was following my love for 
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sports. I was very set on being a 
sports broadcaster, but oh how 
times have changed. Don’t get me 
wrong it’s not that I’ve stopped 
being passionate about sports, I 
still am, it’s that my mindset has 
shifted. 

After joining the NECC Ob- 
server as the Features editor, I 
was anxious to really get going. I 
was solely after the sports editors 
position, but had to wait my turn 
because the position was filled. I 
loved writing as this paper’s Fea- 
tures editor, it gave me more in- 
sight into adapting my work. 

I was able to really dive into 
people more and give people a 
voice to be hear and noticed. I 
loved writing about students’ 
accomplishments, but I knew I 
wanted more. 

I thought that feeling would be 
filled with being the sports editor, 
but I was still after more. I could 
feel it in my gut. 

So over these past few years 
now I’ve done a wide array of dif- 
ferent journalism genres ranging 
from, sports, news, features, and 
campus life. Along with being 
the co-editor-in-chief this semes- 


(Fj facebook.com/neccobserver 


This place has given me more confidence 
in myself than I ever thought possible, 


along with some close friends and faculty. 
- Travis Barrett 


$5 


ter , which hasn’t been easy, but 
I am so thankful that I took that 
chance. 

From there I learned that it 
isn’t just journalism I’m passion- 
ate about, it’s people. 

I love meeting new people, 
and discussing their ideas and 
learning new things all the time. 
Journalism just happens to be 
the perfect fit for that. I may not 
be the best writer, but I will al- 
ways continue to try and improve 
thanks to NECC. 

This place has given me more 
confidence in myself than I ever 
thought possible, along with 
some close friends and faculty. 

I’ve not only done work with 
writing, but video as well. NECC 
gives students the opportunity to 
connect with HC Media to learn 
video recording and editing. 


There I was able to learn how the 
basics work and really understand 
the fundamentals of filmmaking. 
The projects finished in that class 
are featured on the NECC page 
on Youtube, feel free to check it 
out! 

Next semester I will be attend- 
ing UMASS Amherst double ma- 
joring with journalism and health 
and fitness and I can’t wait. 
NECC really has shaped me and 
my future into something I keep 
striving to improve. 

So thank you NECC for giving 
me the tools, the patience and the 
time to find out what I really want 
in life. I couldn’t have imagined 
going anywhere else. I will al- 
ways look back on this time and 
feel so thankful that I had this op- 
portunity with such great people. 


Roaming Reporter 


What are your plans over winter 


Just working mostly. 


FurrY IRAWAN 
ENGINEERING 


AAlgnts 


ASSHTNESS Ym 


I’m going to the Festival 
of Trees this year. 


KAITLYN GOULD 
GENERAL STUDIES 


break? 


Relaxing at home and 
sleeping. 
HEATHER McGoOvERN- 
CREATIVE WRITING 


Going back home to 
Turkey 


Emir ALAGOZ 
PsYCHOLOGY 


I’m going to Laconia to Spending time with the 


visit and iceskate. 


KorA McCartuy 
LittLeE SPROUTS 


family 


ZACH DEVEAU 
MOVEMENT SCIENCE 
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Merry Christmas or happy holidays? 


The controversy 
continues with this 


upcoming season 
By Jon P LEEs 


Correspondent 

“Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry Christ- 
mas!” Wait is that acceptable or 
offensive? “Happy Holidays!” 
“Season’s Greetings!” Well this 
is confusing because the holiday 
season has somehow become di- 
visive rather than a time of unity 
and joy. Has political affiliation 
divided Americans during the De- 
cember holiday season? What’s 
in a name? Plenty, apparently de- 
pending on your political persua- 
sion. A report issued December 
19, 2016 by the Public Religion 
Research Institute (PRRI) indi- 
cates that Democrats and Repub- 
licans differ even on what they 
want cash-register clerks to say 
in December. 

The ruckus around whether to 
say “Merry Christmas” or “Hap- 
py holidays” usually starts at the 
end of Thanksgiving, as retailers 
take down turkeys with pilgrim 
hats and hang wreaths instead. 
Asked, “Do you think stores and 
businesses should greet their cus- 
tomers with ‘Happy Holidays’ or 
‘Seasons Greetings’ instead of 


‘Merry Christmas’ out of respect 
for people of different faiths, or 
not?” self-identified Democrats 
by a margin of more than 2 to 1, 
replied that they should. Repub- 
licans, by an even slightly stron- 
ger margin, said no, they should 
not, according to the PRRI. Is 
this what we have become? Let- 
ting politics dictate what we think 
is sociably acceptable or as not 
to offend? Are people genuinely 
offended by a particular holiday 
greeting? 

Few months present the mul- 
ticultural “teachable moments” 
that December does! The follow- 
ing multicultural events and cele- 
brations are among those that will 
happen this year: 

Hanukkah: The eight-day Jew- 
ish holiday, also called the Festi- 
val of Lights, celebrated from the 
25th day of the month of Kislev 
to the 2nd of Tevet in commem- 
oration of the rededication of the 
Temple by the Maccabees fol- 
lowing their victoryover the Syr- 
ians under Antiochus IV, charac- 
terized chiefly by thelighting of 
the menorah on each night of the 
festival. 

Christmas: A Christian feast 
on December 25 or among some 
Eastern Orthodox Christians on 
January 7 that commemorates the 


I catch myself saying Happy Holidays and try 
to say Merry Christmas especially the week of 
Christmas. It’s not to offend but to keep the spirt 
alive. 

- Keith Bradstreet 


+ 


birth of Jesus Christ of Nazareth 
and is usually observed as a legal 
holiday. Its often combined with 
Yule decorations such as decorat- 
ed trees and reindeer. 

Kwanzaa: Kwanzaa is a week- 
long celebration (December 26- 
31) to celebrate the culture of 
African Americans and that of 
their ancestors. The holiday was 
created to help African Ameri- 
cans reconnect with their African 
heritage. The celebration typical- 
ly ends with a feast and the ex- 
change of gifts amongst friends 
and family. 

In the era of political cor- 
rectness and attempting to find 
common ground, folks are of- 
ten hesitant to greet a stranger 
on the street with the customary 
greeting they may have grown up 
with during this celebratory time 
of year. Some people have sug- 
gested that Christmas has come 
under attack. Eileen Conway of 
Georgetown stated that “Over the 


past 9 years there’s been a ma- 
jor movement to have Christmas 
decorations to include nativity 
scenes taken down or refused to 
be put up. I’m not particularly re- 
ligious but it makes me angry that 
people and groups are systemati- 
cally destroying Christmas.” 

Keith Bradstreet of Methuen 
says “I catch myself saying Hap- 
py Holidays and try to say Merry 
Christmas especially the week of 
Christmas. It’s not to offend but 
to keep that spirit alive.” 

As ame 
‘mber of the Jewish community, 
David Solari, a local soldier cur- 
rently serving on active duty, feels 
that its never to offend any person 
of a particular faith. “Christmas is 
a Christian holiday celebrated the 
way it is in our nation because the 
United States has been tradition- 
ally a Christian-faith based coun- 
try. I’m never offended by any 
sort of holiday greeting and often 
wish them the same in return. 


We’re becoming too sensitive 
to trivial things as being wished 
something other than our particu- 
lar faith based holiday.” 

Christmas parades and cele- 
brations have been called “Hol- 
iday” parades or “Winter” - fes- 
tivals all while other religious 
holidays carry on with their tra- 
ditions and name sake. Unfor- 
tunately Christianity drags some 
negativity along with it such as 
anti gay marriage, priest scan- 
dals and social media bias. Mil- 
lennials often feel alienated by 
traditional Christian beliefs and 
in turn lash out towards it which 
may also be affecting the lack of 
“Christmas cheer” in the US. The 
fact of the matter is the there is a 
large divide amongst Americans 
whether political or religious. 
Will accepting each other’s hol- 
idays, traditions and views total- 
ly be extinguished by political 
correctness and the possibility of 
offending someone? Are we be- 
coming too thin skinned? Maybe 
we’re looking to pick a fight with 
someone that’s different from us 
or just looking to complain about 
it. Holidays shouldn’t be repre- 
sentative about who someone 
voted for or who celebrates it 
rather that people have something 
to celebrate altogether. 


The grand schemes of life 


Life is hard, but here 
are some things to 
make it easier 


By BaiLey Torrissi 
Co-Editor-in-Chief/Opinions 

Life is a very weird experi- 
ence. You go through so many 
different feelings and emotions, 
you go through life changes, job 
changes, relationship changes, fi- 
nancial changes, you (hopefully) 
one day marry and start your own 
family. You hopefully get a job 
you really like. You hopefully get 
to do things that you love every- 
day with people you love every- 
day. But it’s not always this easy, 
and it’s not always all it’s cracked 
up to be. 

Maybe one day you’re living 
your best life, with an amazing 
significant other, great job mak- 
ing good money doing something 
you enjoy, have a nice: place to 
stay with food in your mouth. 

Then one day, your life falls 
apart. Your boyfriend / girlfriend 
leaves you, you lose your job, 
you can’t make ends meet and 
have to move back in with your 
parents. It’s a life cycle, one that 
really sucks, but one that so many 
people in our everyday lives have 
to face. 

Change is difficult for any- 
one, and anyone who says any- 
thing differently to you is ly- 
ing. Throughout our life, we go 


through so many different phases, 
ages, and situations that make our 
everyday life different. 

You go through highs and 
lows in your life experience, you 
face new problems everyday, yet 
also great rewards as well. You 
never know when you wake up 
in the morning what kind of day 
you’re going to have. You never 
know how your day is going to 
end. Life is a crazy roller coaster. 

Growing up is one of the 
most difficult tasks at hand. You 
start by leaning on so many peo- 
ple in your life, so many family 
members and friends and people 
you think you can rely on. Then 
throughout the many stages of 
life, you lose people along the 
way. Eventually, you’re left with 
a select few people in your life 
who truly get you. 

One day, you’re 13 and your 
biggest problem is how many 
likes your instagram post got the 
night before. Then all of a sudden 
you’re 21 with bills to pay, work 
to go to, school to finish, social 
life to maintain, diets to follow, 
relationships to manage, and your 
stress level is at about a 12/10. It 
truly is shocking how much can 
change in your life with a blink 
of an eye. 

So how much can people re- 
ally change? I know from expe- 
rience, I no longer talk to people 
who I thought would be a part of 
my life forever. I’ve done things 
I never thought I would ever do. 


Hell, I’ve changed my own major 
9 times now. I think that change 
is such an important part of our 
lives, that we forget how healthy 
and important that it truly is. 

I think there are so many 
things in life that we have to fo- 
cus on, that we forget about our- 
selves and our mental health and 
our everyday little things that 
make us who we are and make 
us happy. I’ve gotten by by just 
remembering a few things in my 
life. I’m going to now share them 
with you. 

Finding something you really 
love to do is hard. Not only this, 
but continuing to do so is even 
harder. Not only this, but finding 
something you love to do is so 
important for your mental state. 

Reading a book is my thing 
I love to do. Whenever my life 
seems like it’s spiraling out of 
control, I just take a break and 
read for about an hour and get my 
mind on something else. 

Also, it’s okay to not be okay. 
I heard a quote not too long ago, 
and it really hits home with me. 
Special Books by Special Kids 
interviewed a gentleman named 
Adam, who has a condition called 
Type 1 Neurofibromatosis. 

Adam stated, “It’s okay not to 
be okay. I think we’re all chasing 
this cereal packet idea of perfec- 
tion. You want to look perfect, be 
perfect, have the perfect life.Point 
one: If everyone has that, it stops 
being perfect and it becomes the 


norm. It’s those little imperfec- 
tions, those little idiosyncrasies 
that the world more than likely 
loves about you.” 

This quote means so much to 
me. You have to remember every- 
day that your imperfections make 
you who you are. Be happy with 
the way you were created in this 
universe. As Adam stated, your 
little imperfections are more than 
likely why the world loves you. 
As hard as it is, be confident in 
everything you are and your im- 
perfections, that’s what makes 
you you. 

Another tip- material things 
aren’t important and won’t make 
you happy. Some of the happi- 
est people, I know have next to 
nothing, just enjoy life every day. 
Some of the most unhappy peo- 
ple I know have everything you 
could ever ask for, and then some. 

Buying and accumulating 
things do not make you happier. 
It may make you happy for one 
second, but it doesn’t bring con- 
stant happiness. Not only that, 
but I don’t know about anyone 
else but after I shop because I’m 
sad I just stress myself out from 
all the money I just spent. 

This is where finding some- 
thing you love kicks in. Sad? 
Read a book. Stressed? Take a 
break and read a book. Angry 
at your boyfriend or girlfriend? 
Take a break and read a book. Do 
whatever that thing is that makes 


you happy. 


Last tip - be yourself. We all 
try so hard in this society to be 
someone that everyone will like. 
We try too hard at our jobs or at 
our school or with our friends to 
be happy. We try so hard to make 
others happy. We just all try so 
hard at life. 

Take a step back and pause. 
You are here. You’re breathing. 
You are the only you that this 
world has. Enjoy life. Enjoy 
yourself. Enjoy being here. 

Trying too hard makes it hard- 
er to enjoy your life and enjoy 
yourself. I’ve learned the last few 
months that life could be so much 
harder, and so much worse. Just 
enjoy it. 

On another note, as I say 
goodbye to Northern Essex I 
want to thank everyone who has 
read our newspaper and or been 
a part of it. 1 wouldn’t have been 
able to do my job without all of 
you who pick up this paper and 
read our stories. 

Thank you Travis, for being 
by my side the entire time and be- 
ing my co-editor. No one cooler 
than you my friend. 

Thank you Mary Jo for tak- 
ing me in and convincing me to 
become a part of the Observer. 
I’m more than grateful for this 
opportunity. I have been able to 
grow so much mentally and edu- 
cationaly from the paper and I am 
so thankful. 

Thank you Observer, for ev- 
erything. 


Page 4 * NECC Observer * December 6, 2017 


News 


@ebserver.necc.mass.edu ES @theneccobserver [Fj] facebook.com/neccobserver 


Amnesty club helps around the world 


Northern Essex’ 
Amnesty club and 


their mission 
By YeEssica GONZALEZ 
Correspondent 

On a Monday, November 27 
the Amnesty International club 
had their monthly meeting at 
noon in room C103. 

During this meeting, they talk- 
ed about their next fundraiser on 
the Lawrence “Bread and Roses,” 
as well as different world issues. 

As an organization, the club 
always finds ways to help the 
community. This eagerness _re- 
flects their mission to help oth- 
ers in their struggles. They help 
inform students about the social 
issues in our time. 

Their Faculty Adviser, Andrew 
Moore, has worked in the organi- 
zation for about eight years. 

Moore explains, “We raise 
money for all kinds of causes: in- 
ternationally, particularly. We try 
to make students aware of vari- 
ous problems around the world in 
the process—for instance we talk 
to students about the situation in 
Myanmar.” 

The country of Myanmar, ac- 
cording to CNN news, is an area 


Quinnipiac 


UNIVERSITY 


Hamden, Connecticut 


Arts and Sciences 

Business Communications 
| Education Engineering 
; Health Sciences Law 
Medicine Nursing 


near the country of Bangladesh. 

Last August, 623,000 Mus- 
lims, or Rohingya as they are 
called, left the area to escape the 
atrocities they suffered from their 
own military. 

The military of Myanmar 
committed many mass killings 
against the people of Rohingya. 
They also burned most of the 
Rohingya’s homes and raped the 
women. 

The government of Myanmar 
denies’ this and states that these 
acts were committed by military 
insurgents entering the country. 
Yet, many don’t believe the gov- 
ernment. 

Unfortunately, the United Na- 
tions and the United States are 
working together with the Myan- 
mar government to try return 
the people of Rohingya to their 
homes. 

As a club, Amnesty Interna- 
tional recently did a bake sale to 
help this group. All the earnings 
went to the nonprofit organiza- 
tion, the Islamic Relief. 

When asking students what 
their thoughts were about the 
club, one student, Jesse Lucas 
Malis, who is taking a course in 
criminal justice said, “I think it 
could do more certainly.” 


Experience a program that gives your 


passion a platform. 


Quinnipiac’s world-sized classrooms blend rigorous academics 
and practical experiences to give your fire a focus, preparing 
you for a promising future in the real world. Attentive faculty 
create personalized, empowering opportunities for growth, 
through professional connections and a long record of success. 


“Join us at a Transfer Information Session: 1/4, 2/15 


Or an Open House: 3/4 


Explore your potential at QU.edu 


Although the club’s number 
aren’t huge, their dedication is 
enormous. 

Another student named Wil- 
liam Rollins, who is studying 
Liberal Arts explains,“There’s 
probably a few reasons for disin- 
terest | mean we had people come 
in at first. 1 would probably say 
what they have to do in school so 
it’s not a priority to them.” 

But when asked his reasons 
for staying Rollins stated, “I had 
the time and it was so interesting. 
I really like what we do here.” 

Rollins explained further his 
reasons for joining the club, 
“T wanted to be more aware of 
worldly issues. I knew I wasn’t 
aware of as I should be and this 
has definitely helped. It has 
helped me become more aware of 
issues that are not just going on in 
the US but also outside.” 

Fortunately, even with the 
club’s low participation, they are 
still able to pull through and help 
the community with their collab- 
oration with the Student Govern- 
ment club. 

The club is even making a big 
effort to help the “Bread and Ros- 
es” organization, who over the 
years have brought the Lawrence 


history to life. 


Elevators to be inspected 


The elevators in each building on campus 


will properly assessed 


By Travis BARRETT 
Co-Editor-in-Chief 

If you spent anytime in the ele- 
vators on campus, you might have 
noticed something a little strange 
on the inside of a few on campus. 

In the Spurk building there 
happens to be no inspection stick- 
er listed and in the library it was 
issued on Dec. 14, 2015 and ex- 
pired Nov. 30, 2016. 

Fear not, each elevator is 
scheduled to be inspected Dec. 6 
between the hours of 6 a.m. and 
8 a.m. 

Each elevator is supposed to be 
up to date and inspected through 
the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts Division of Professional Li- 
censure under the office of public 
safety.The laws that follow under 
elevator inspection is under Gen- 
eral laws Chapter 143 Section 62- 
70G. It’s quite extensive when it 
comes to elevator safety. 

The law about inspections are 
a little surprising-though. It states 
that elevators can continue to op- 
erate, even if the elevator is past 
its inspection, as long as the own- 
er of such building has paid the 
$400 permit to have it inspected. 

Each day an elevator is left in 
operation when it isn’t inspected 
and hasn’t filed for a permit, that 
company will be fined $100 per 
day. Filing for the permit usually 
follows under the responsibility 
of the elevator company. 

Here at NECC, we have a con- 
tract with the company United 
Elevators. 

According to a representative 
of United Elevators, an elevator 
company that is licensed through 
the state of Massachusetts. will 
most likely sit down with a com- 
pany or organization and work out 
a contract. That elevator compa- 


When it comes to the state and 
how long it takes to get inspected 
he said he is left out of that pro- 
cess and “just has to comply,” he 
said. 

When asked about the recent 
graffiti in the Spurk elevator, 
Miedzionoski said that there’s not 
much we can do about who did 
it, but they can however check 
in with the elevator company and 
see what they are allowed to do to 
make it more aesthetically pleas- 
ing. 

Before the renovations, there 
was an old wood finish on the in- 
side of the elevator and after the 
renovation it was given a fresh 
coat of baby blue paint. 

With the new paint job it made 
the elevator more susceptible to 
vandalism. 

The vandalism included state- 
ments about macaroni, Bill Beli- 
chick, a large inappropriate draw- 
ing of male genitalia, and other 
things. 

You can even see the old wood 
finish underneath some of the 
graffiti inside. 

Barbara Stachniewicz, who 
works in the Department of En- 
glish and office is on the third 
floor of Spurk, is a frequent flyer 
on the elevator and distinctively 
remembers the day after Spurk 
opened there was vandalism. 

“IT significantly remember 
thinking, ‘well, that was quick,’ ” 
Stachniewicz said. 

Ray Florent, a student here at 
NECC, mentioned that “The el- 
evator looks like complete gar- 
bage. You would figure after the 
renovations the building would be 
clean.” 


ny will take care of everything | 


from maintenance to inspection. | 


An inspection permit cantake | 


as long as six months to proper- 


ly process through the state of 2 


Massachusetts. 

This really isn’t an NECC is- 
sue, but merely a Massachusetts 
issue. 

According to a story pub- 


lished in 2014 on Boston.com, re 


the problem goes back decades. 


In 2004, the State Auditor of- z 


fice released the results from that 
audit and the elevator inspec- 
tion division didn’t grade well. 
Thousands of elevators across 
all of Massachusetts were left 


uninspected, they were just wait- | 


ing to be looked at and caught in 
a “backlog,” said Sara Morrison 
author of, “Massachusetts’s Ele- 
vator Inspection Problem Goes 
Back Decades.” 

The Director of Facilities 
here at NECC, Paul Miedzion- 
oski, said that there was nothing 
to worry about with the elevators 
on campus. 


Zinzmeister 
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Spurk building. 
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Transgender day of rememberance 


By Joun Dowp 


Correspondent 

On Novemeber 22, the Gen- 
der and Sexuality Alliance club 
gathered for its usual Wednes- 
day afternoon meeting. But this 
was for a more somber occasion. 
The meeting was a memorial ser- 
vice to remember the transgender 
people who have lost their lives 
this year, and to raise awareness 
of the increased hostility against 
those who wish to express their 
gender identity. 

The powerpoint shown includ- 
ed statistics from the FBI website 
about how hate crimes based on 
gender bias had gone up in 2016 
to two percent out of all recorded 
incidents. The club also managed 
to get permission from the school 
raise the trans flag to commemo- 
rate this day. 

After Thanksgiving, two 
members of the GSA were inter- 
viewed on the subject of gender 
identity, it’s importance, and how 
their discoveries have impacted 
their lives. 

Colby Patrie, President of the 
GSA, was asked what being trans 
means to him. He said “T think it 
means having the freedom to ex- 
press my gender identity, and not 
feeling shamed in doing so.” 

When asked about how he 
discovered his gender identity, 


Patrie said, “Around the age of 
17, I learned the meaning of the 
word transgender, and when that 
happened, every feeling that I had 
before now made sense to me.” 

Aaron Curran, the secretary of 
the GSA also had input for these 
questions. On what being trans 
meant to him, Curran said, “Be- 
ing trans means that you identify 
as a gender that doesn’t match 
with the sex you were assigned 
at birth. In my case, I identify as 
male, even though my birth cir- 
tificate when I was born says I’m 
female.” 

On discovering his gender 
identity, Curran said, “I grew up 
with a single father and two old- 
er brothers. I never understood 
the difference between us when 
I was younger, so I thought I 
would look like my dad when I 
grew up, all tall and with facial 
hair, all that kind of stuff. During 
adolecense it kind of hit me that 
I wasn’t going through that, and 
that made me really uncomfort- 
able, so I blocked it out for a few 
years. In high school, I started 
hearing gender identity terms, 
and I came to terms that I didn’t 
feel like a girl, so that’s why I felt 
the term transgender suited me.” 

Patrie, when talking about ex- 
periences he’s had since coming 
out as transgender said “I’ve got- 


ten the oppurtunity to travel and 
to speak to people, and educating 
those who might not have thought 
about trans issues before. While 
I do get harassed for my gender 
identity, it’s made me a stronger 
person, and encourages me to go 
out and be more informative.” 

Curran said, “After coming 
out, I got a job where my manag- 
er harassed me for months on end. 
The abuse was too much, and I 
had to quit. But since I came out, 
I’ve met some great people who 
have helped me, and it opened 
up a whole new world for me. It 
makes me want to make my own 
positive impact on others.” 

Dan Gendreau, a biology ma- 
jor, was asked about how trans 
people were treated, and he said, 
“The mistreatment of trans peo- 
ple is stupid, people just need to 
live and let live.” 

Another student, Michael Rod- 
gers, an english major said, “I had 
an argument with someone who 
said that being transgender is a 
mental illness, and I was adamant 
about telling him he was wrong. 
I know at least 2 or 3 people who 
are trans, with one of them going 
back to elementary school, and 
they deserve the same rights that 
all citizens of this country are en- 
titled to.” 
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Moving forward 


Students express their thoughts on their 
next steps as the semester comes to an end 


By WILBERT JIMINIAN 
Correspondent 

The end of yet another semes- 
ter is approaching and students 
are again presented with the op- 
tion to continue their education or 
stop where they are at. 

Some students said they have 
their own personal motivations 
and obstacles as they continue 
reaching for their majors. 

Eridania Rodriguez is a North- 
ern Essex student who is major- 
ing in nursing. 

When asked what keeps her 
motivated to keep going for 
her degree she responded with, 
“Well, my family pressures me to 
do good and I also have my own 
expectations to achieve my goals, 
I want to succeed.” 

Rodriguez was also asked 
if there are any burdens hold- 
ing her back a little from fulling 
committing to her studies and 
she responded with, “Yes, I have 
my own personal responsibilities 
with work and stress basically.” 

Nathaniel Acevedo is another 
student majoring in computer in- 
formation sciences. 

When asked what motivates 


UMass Lowell is now offering graduate and undergraduate courses this Spring at Harbor Place, 
our new Satellite campus located in the heart of Haverhill’s vibrant downtown waterfront. 


NEW! Take MBA Courses in Haverhill 
e Financial Accounting MBA 
¢ Marketing Fundamentals 


¢ Violence in America 
¢ Criminal Profiling 


¢ Crime and Mental Illness 
Criminal Justice Data Analysis 
¢ Starting a New Venture 


© Global Marketing 
e Business Information Systems 


© Operations Management 


¢ Learning and Behavior 


¢ Human Sexuality 


¢ Research Ill: Laboratory 


¢ Seminar in Developmental Psychology: 
The Role of Trauma in Child Development 


You can pursue a bachelor’s degree in Business, Criminal Justice or Psychology, or take 


graduate courses toward your MBA. Courses are available at convenient times to meet the 


him to keep going he said, “The 
hope of getting a good job in the 
future.” 

When asked of any obstacles 
hindering his experience, Acev- 
edo says, “If anything, it would 
have to be the costs of the class- 
es I have. I also plan on working 
part time.” 

Amber Rinaldi had a different 
reason to why she is kept moti- 
vated. 

Rinaldi said, “If I don’t go to 
school, my mom is going to kick 
me out. It isn’t the best motiva- 
tion but boy does it work.” 

When asked about any obsta- 
cles hindering her college experi- 
ence, Rinaldi says “I do work a lot 
in my part time job but the classes 
for the most part are easy.” 

Overall NECCO students are 
well motivated to continue their 
path towards a career in the major 
they are going for. 

Most of the students however 
seem to be forced to balance out 
time between part time jobs and 
all the classes they are taking, but 
are still managing their time ef- 
fectively and proceeding towards 
a successful year. 


REGISTER NOW 
Spring Courses Start 
January 22, 2018 


LOCATION 
2 Merrimack Street 
Haverhill, MA 01830 


QUESTIONS? | 
934-2474 to 


needs of traditional students as well as busy professionals. You may also have the option to 
complete some of your required courses online. 


Learn more at https://continuinged.uml.edu/haverhill 


UMass Lowell is an Equal Opportunity/Affirmative Action, Title 1X, H/V, ADA 1990 University. This ad was produced at no cost to the Commonwealth, 
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The Odd Couple: A Showstopper 


The Top Notch 
Players, will jump 
right into their next 
endevor after a very 
successful production 


week. 
By Sarah DESIDERIO 
Arts and Entertainment Editor 

This past week The NECC 
Top Notch Players presented The 
Odd Couple by Neil Simon, un- 
der their very talented director, 
Brianne Beatrice. 

Beatrice has a close relation- 
ship with the play, having been in 
it playing Gwendolyn Pigeon as 
an undergrad during summer the- 
ater at Salem State, and then di- 
recting the play seven years ago, 
and she has just directed it here 
with the Top Notch Players. 

The Odd Couple originates 
from Broadway in March of 
1965, and is one of Simon’s bet- 
ter known plays, about an “un- 
forgettable pair of mismatched 
roommates,” who helped Simon 
be the father of what we know 
today as contemporary theatrical 
comedies. 

Benjamin Beverage, who 
played Felix Ungar, is someone 
who loves the time he spends in 
the theater and theater has a very 
special place in his heart, even 
. though he is not a theater major 
says, “This is my first Neil Simon 
play, and it is quite frankly one of, 
if not the best plays I have ever 
read ... Every moment, even the 
ones you kind of ignore, is there 
for a reason and it is brilliantly 
crafted .. No line and no word 


is out of place.” Beatrice added, 
“Tt’s a perfect script, it truly is a 
perfect script,” which is one of 
the main reason she says direct- 
ing this play was “fantastic.” 

In her director’s notes, Be- 
atrice talks about how many of Si- 
mon’s plays “are based on his life 
of the life of someone he knows, 
which is true of this play which 
is based on when his brother. who 
got divorced, and then moved in 
with a friend. Beatrice continues 
on to say, “J think this is the el- 
ement of Simon’s work that ulti- 
mately makes it so accessible- the 
fact that, despite the hilarious and 
seemingly improbable situations, 
everything he writes is based on 
real people. We can recognize 
ourselves in his work.” 

When discussing his character 
Beverage said, “Felix is differ- 
ent from any character that I’ve 
played before, with his level of 
OCD and the level of innocence, 
which are his main defining char- 
acteristics.” He adds, “The thing 
to remember about this play is 
that it is a comedy and it’s in- 
tended as a comedy, so all of the 
characters are comedic, that said, 
Felix is the story of the play. He is 
the one who is pushed out of his 
house, he is the one who drives 
all of the action when it comes 
to all of that stuff, so Felix also 
has the most dramatic part of the 
play, just because he is the one 
who’s dealing just being kicked 
out of his home, and then being 
kicked out of his new home.” 

With the development of Felix 
and the play as a whole, and The 
Odd Couple being such a big hit 
with everyone wanting to get on 


... But what separates the good theater from the great 
is that specificity, the ability on the part of the play- 


wright to make sure everything matters ... 
- Benjamin Beverage 


“The Odd Couple’ train, it can be 
easy to get side tracked by what 
other directors are doing with 
their own adaptation of it. But 
Beatrice describes her directing 
style by saying, “I don’t direct 
based on who has directed it be- 
fore, ... I try to work with the set 
that we have, the set that Arman- 
do, the set designer as well as a 
poker player designed; and then I 
just direct it with my own vision. 
I wanted this play to honor Neil 
Simon, with . 

a very classic 
version of the 
Odd Couple, 
we literally sat 
and would fol- 
low some of 
his own block- 
ing, about 
what Neil Si- 
mon wanted 
us to do, so} 
we were very 
seriously hon- 
oring the play 
right, in this 
version of the 
show.” 

A direc- 
tor’s job, is 
never an easy job, but as a past 
assistant director and someone 
passionate about theater, he said 
“There are a lot of good plays, 


and the good ones have really 
good characters, and they have a 
good plot, and so they’re driven 
from that, but what separates the 
good theater from the great is that 
specificity, the ability on the part 
of the playwright to make sure 
everything matters, and there are 
a lot of plays that don’t do that, 
which is what makes this a great 
play instead of a good play.” 
When asked if he will be au- 
ditioning for the Spring pro- 


ductions, Beverage said, “This 
is technically my last semester, 
[since I’ll be graduating so] I’ll 
probably be around as assistant 
director or in some capacity, to 
help Brianne out because I do not 
have any intention to leave this 
group of people”. 

Auditions for the two Spring 
productions, including ‘The Last 
of The Red Hot Lovers’, will be 
held on Wednesday December 6 
in C307 from 3-6. Performances 
will be in February and April. 
“I’m looking to get anyone and 
everyone involved. I will train 
stage managers, assistant direc- 
tors, lighting, costume, sound de- 
sign, crew, as well as actors.” No 
experience needed. Beatrice is 
willing to and would love to train 
newcomers. 


Photo by S: ah Desiderio 


Pictured left to right, Noah Greenstein, Armando Be 
liard-Harmon, Ben Joyall, Benjamin Beverage, Mike Gle- 
zian, Sarah Durning, Geehae Moon, Matthew Hewitt 


“A Christmas Carol” returns to NECC stage 


Popular play 
is back 


By ELLEN SMALL-Davis 
NECC Newsroom 

After a two-year hiatus, 
Northern Essex Community 
College will once again present 
the Charles Dickens classic “A 
Christmas Carol” in the newly 
renovated Chester Hawrylciw 
Theater. 

Ebenezer Scrooge, the Cratchit 
Family, and all the other Dicken- 
sian characters will come to life 
on a refurbished stage on the third 
floor of the Spurk Building on the 
Haverhill campus, 100 Elliot St. 

“We are excited to be bring- 
ing this show back,” said Alisa 
Bucchiere, NECC music profes- 
sor and one of the four Madrigal 
singers in the play. The Merrimac 
resident prompted the resurrec- 
tion of the play. 


There was a bit of nostalgia 
between Bucchiere and NECC 
Early Childhood Professor Deir- 
dre Budzyna and her husband 
John and children Erin, Maggie, 
and Colin, all of who have played 
different characters over the 15 
years it was performed. 

This year, John and Deirdre 
Budzyna of Newburyport, are di- 
recting the play and Bucchiere is 


musical director. Alumnus Mark 
Morrison of Haverhill will play 
Scrooge a role he brought to life 
back in 2012. 

“We have done this show many, 
many times,” she said. “Truth be 
told I kept nudging them until the 
Budzyna clan said yes,” she said. 
“Tt will be a bit of a celebration 
too, to be in the new theater space 
because it is so different than it 


used to be, and with a nod to the 
future so that NECC’s “A Christ- 
mas Carol” production can help 
fund future theater productions 
and enable the current theater 
students to continue to go to the 
Kennedy Center American Col- 
lege Theater Festival each year.” 

The show will be performed 
Friday, Dec. 8 at 7 p.m., Saturday, 
Dec. 9 at 3 and 7 p.m. and Sun- 
day, Dec. 10, at 3 p.m. 

Tickets will be available 
at the door. They can also be 
purchased through MKTIX. 
org at 

Ticket prices are $12 for 
adults, $10 for student/se- 
niors and free for children 
under the age of 5. 

The NECC production 
was originally presented 
as a onetime fundraiser for 
the performing arts depart- 


ment by now retired husband 
and wife NECC Professors Jim 
Murphy and Susan Sanders. The 
play was so successful, it became 
an NECC community event each 
holiday season with faculty, staff, 
students, and their family mem- 
bers auditioning for roles. 

For additional information 


contact Bucchiere at abucch- 
iere@necc.mass.edu. 


Photo by Newsroom 


It’s been five years since alumni Mark Morrison (standing) 
and Eric Salvi played Scrooge and Bob Cratchit respec- 
tively. Morrison returns to the show this year. 
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Water walk for a good cause 


Students take part in relay walk to support 
non-profit that supplies safe, life-giving 
water to South Sudan villages. 


By TrisH SCHADE 
Correspondent 

Students in Clare Thomp- 
son-Ostrander’s and Trish 
Schade’s English Composition 
101 classes took part in a water 
walk relay on November 6th. 
While students took turns carry- 
ing gallon jugs of water around 
the NECC track, they were spon- 
sored by and partnered with fac- 
ulty, staff, and administrators. 
Each student had the opportunity 
to get to know someone from the 
NECC community as they carried 
the water around the track. Facul- 
ty, staff and administrators donat- 
ed money and their time to walk 
with the students. Why walk 
around carrying gallons of water 
on a cool fall day, you might ask? 

The students in both classes 
had read a short narrative based 
on a true story called A Long 
Walk to Water by Linda Sue 
Park which tells parallel stories 
of @ young man trying to find his 


Ryan Sharkey poses with his water jug with Jeff 


| Bickford 


family in war torn South Sudan 
and a young girl who must walk 
miles each day to fetch water 
for her family. Because so many 
girls must spend their entire day 
getting water, they cannot attend 
school. All the money raised in 
the Water Walk Relay—over 
$540—was donated to Water 
for South Sudan, a nonprofit or- 
ganization which provides safe, 
life-giving water to the people 
of South Sudan’s remote villag- 
es. The money raised will also 
enable young children to attend 
school. 

Since the focus of ENG 101 is 
to build research skills, students 
also found out where their drink- 
ing water came from and how 
the water cycle is impacted by 
enhanced global warming. Many 
students were surprised to find 
out that their water supply was 
actually not in compliance with 
EPA standards here in the Mer- 
rimack Valley. Lawrence drink- 


. ing water, for example, contains 


Photo Courtesy 


levels of Radium, Chromium; 


and Chlorate (and other contam-_ 


inants) above the recommend- 
ed EPA safety regulations. They 
were shocked to find out that our 


products consume a vast amount 


of water just to get to the store. 
Blue jeans, for example, require 
over 2,000 gallons of water to 
make (from Your Water Footprint 
by Stephen Leahy). That water is 
not seen, but it is definitely used. 

In addition to the water re- 
lay and primary texts, the stu- 
dents watched interviews and 
TEDTalks on the water shortage 
problem in Africa, and they read 
articles on the worldwide impact 
of access to clean drinking water 
on women as well as a text high- 
lighting our over consumption 
of water. Two guest lecturers, 
Marcy Yeager and Mark Rein- 
hold, added even more scientific 
information for the two classes. 
Faced with the knowledge that 
our water supply is finite, and 
it will eventually run out if we 
keep using it the way we do, the 
students wanted to do something 
positive to both help people in 
South Sudan have access to clean 


Photo Courtesy 
Sam DeLap and Clare Thompson-Ostrander posing for pictures with their water jugs. 


water and to raise awareness here 
of our water shortage issue. Stu- 


_ dent Emily Wallace was spon- 
- sored by Deirdre Budzyna, Early 


Childhood Education professor. 


~ Emily was thrilled to meet with 
~Deirdre. She learned “about her 


family and her job. She has been 
at NECC for seventeen years and 
is coordinating Early Childhood 
Ed here, which is my major!” 
Bryan McWhorter walked with 
Acting Dean of Liberal Arts, Jan- 
ice Rogers, and they discussed 
some new goals he had at college. 
Like many of the students who 
carried one gallon of water, en- 
gineering student, Lucas Unger, 
was tired after just a short walk. 
He remarked, “Imagine having to 
walk for 6 miles and carry more 
water!”Overall, sixteen faculty, 
staff and administrators and 55 
students participated in the relay. 
Philosophy -professor, Meredith 
Gunning, brought her entire Eth- 
ics class to the event to discuss 
the right to water as an ethical is- 
sue with the Comp 101 students 
as they walked. After the relay, 
the gallons of water were all do- 
nated to Our Neighbor’s Table in 


Amesbury, MA. 

Beyond helping people in 
South Sudan, this event also was 
meant to create a sense of com- 
munity for these first semester 
students and to introduce them 
to faculty, staff, and adminis- 
trators here, to create a sense of 
belonging. When asked to reflect 
on ways to enhance inclusive- 
ness, one student, Sam DeLap, 
remarked, “Because NECC is 
such an inclusive community, I 
already feel as though I belong. 
Open gym times, friendly faculty, 
and the plethora of NECC events 
and clubs here make NECC feel 
welcoming.” Ryan Sharkey, stu- 
dent and NECC baseball player, 
walked with CIO Jeff Bickford. 
They were both surprised to learn 
they had a lot in common; both 
attended the same high school 
and have an interest in running. 
Jeff invited Ryan to join the Pres- 
ident’s Running Club. Most all of 
the students commented that they 
felt more comfortable talking 
with faculty, staff, and adminis- 
trators here. So on many levels, 
this event raised funds, aware- 
ness and spirits. 


Photo Courtesy 


Trish Schade and Rosanna Guzman with 
their water jugs to support the cause. 
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Deirdre Budzyna and Emily Wallace outside. 
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Tis the Season! 
A Holiday Gift Buying Guide for the Perpetually Nearly-Broke College Student 


By EMILy ZINSMEISTER 
Features Editor 


Photo courtesy of Creative Commons 


Did you sleep in on Black Fri- 
day? Did you miss Cyber Mon- 
day studying for finals or work- 
ing on that final project? Do you 
habitually avoid looking at your 
bank account balance in late De- 
cember? In general, is your hol- 
iday gift to-do list stressing you 
out? 

If you answered yes to any of 
those questions, the first thing to 
know is that you are not alone. 
The second — there’s still plenty 
of time. Finally, where there’s a 
will to get all your holiday shop- 
ping done in time and without 
going broke, there’s a way to get 
all your holiday shopping done 
in time and without going broke. 
So, relax, take a deep breath, and 
read on! 

One: Organize. First, figure 
out how much you can spend. 
Come up a with an amount that 
you can spend on gifts without 
putting undue stress on your own 
finances. 

Next, make a list of all the 
people you plan on giving gifts 
to. 

Once a rough list is done, ar- 
range the list into categories such 
as family, work, friends, etc. 


2 1/2 c. sugar 
3/4 tsp. salt 
1/2 stick butter or margarine 


3/4 tsp. vanilla 

1 12-0z. package semi- 
weet chocolate pieces 

1 /2 c. chopped walnuts 


¢slowly, stirring constantly for 5 
Sminutes use Soft-Ball test. Re . 


ymove from heat, stir in vanillay 


greased pan and cool. Makes 2% 
$1/2 pounds. % 


If you already know what you 
want to buy for a specific per- 
son, do some quick googling to 
find the best deal, make a list of 
vendor options and factor the fi- 
nal price into your budget. Try to 
keep a running total of how much 
you are spending. 

Two: Consolidate. See what 
categories on your list can be 
knocked out by getting the same 
gift. Most of your gift-giving 
budget is probably designated 
to family, so you probably don’t 
want to spend too much on the 
other categories. 

For example, instead of buy- 
ing coworkers or colleagues indi- 
vidual presents, consider giving 
the same gift for each person in 
that grouping. If your work gifts 
are for only a small number of 
people, like three or less, consid- 
er a bottle of wine or small gift 
basket. 

Three: Make it or bake it! 
Some might consider homemade 
gifts to be a cheap alternative but 
really, they have a certain charm 
that only exists because the giver 
took the time to make it. 

The fact that you take the time 
to make a gift shows the person, 
not just that you like them but 
that also that you value them. 

When deciding on homemade 
gifts remember to take advantage 
of your strengths — if you can knit 
or sew, then whip up a scarf or 
holiday placemats! Is the kitchen 
your happy place? Who doesn’t 
love baked goods? 

If you have more than three 
gifts to buy or if your budget is 
especially constrained, consider 
baking instead of buying. 

Think cookies, brownies and 
fudge - just be wary of food al- 
lergies and include an ingredients 
list if you think it might be nec- 


essary. 

See below for an easy and 
delicious fudge recipe from the 
company that makes Marshmal- 
low Fluff®! 

Got a green thumb? Give 
a plant or make an easy-to-use 
planting kit complete with a small 
pot, bag of dirt, seeds and plant 
food — all dressed up nicely like 
a gardener’s gift basket. Home- 
made gifts are cost-effective and 
bound to be enjoyed. 

Four: Make it personal. If go- 
ing the DIY route isn’t really your 
thing but you are still bound by 
a strict budget, don’t worry, you 
still have plenty of options. Buy 
a small readymade gift and add 
a personal touch by adding the 
person’s initials or name. Stitch 
initials onto mittens, paint a name 
on coffee mug or engrave a nice 
message onto picture frame. 
Whatever the gift, personaliza- 
tion is a great way to make it spe- 
cial for the person receiving it. 

Five: Picture this! This next 
gift idea goes hand in hand with 
personalization. In fact, this may 
be ultimate form of personaliza- 
tion — photo gifts! In the age of 
technology, smart phones and 
social media, you probably have 
more than enough material. A 
simple framed photo can be a 
wonderful present that conveys 
meaning but at the same time, 
isn’t going to break the bank. 

If the classic photo in a frame 
doesn’t appeal to you, there are 
endless other options. You can 
put a photo on a canvas or blan- 
ket or coffee mug or calendar... 
are you getting the idea? These 
gifts are easy, affordable, and 
convenient. 

Six: Don’t be a basket-case, 
make one! Gift baskets are an- 
other affordable gift option. Gift 


baskets usually have a theme 
which can be great for that mani/ 
pedi-lover or scented soap enthu- 
siast in your life. However, often- 
times the price tag on pre-made 
gift baskets is not budget-friendly 
— but, don’t let that deter you to 
the idea of gift baskets. Instead, 
get ideas by surfing the internet 
and make your own! 

The word “basket” can be in- 
terpreted loosely - you can use 
anything, even a simple card- 
board box to put everything in. 
Dress up the box with decorations 
like wrapping paper, tissue paper, 
ribbons and bows. You can buy 
inexpensive confetti filler from 
Wal-Mart or drug store and the 
options for the actual content are 
endless. 

But, if your struggling with 
what to fill your basket, here are 
some ideas: assortment of tea or 
coffee, wine (which you can sup- 
plement with a decorative cork), 
chocolate/cookies/yummy _ holi- 
day treats, magazines/coffee-ta- 
ble books, mittens/a scarf/winter 
accessories, spa items like soaps/ 
lotions/candles, and cooking 
items like recipe books/kitchen 
utensils/pretty dishcloths/spices. 

DIY gift baskets are much 
more personal than a pre-made 
one because they can be themed 
for the recipient rather than the 
usual wine/candle/soap/food 
ones where the person may not 
like or have use for one or more 
items in the basket. 

Seven: Aim for convenience. 
Do you hate waiting in line or 
dealing with crowds? More spe- 
cifically, do you have time to 
wait line and deal with crowds? 
If you’re a college student then 
probably not, and with finals this 
month, it’s not worth the added 
stress. Whenever possible, order 
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online! In fact, it’s hard to think 
of one that can’t be purchased on- 
line (not to mention all the free 
shipping deals currently going 
on). 

Worried about packages get- 
ting stolen while you’re at work 
or school? Upon finalizing an on- 
line order, there is usually a spot 
to include delivery instructions 
such as requiring a signature or 
specific placement of the delivery 
(i.e. out of sight of the street traf- 
fic). If you have a trusted neigh- 
bor that’s home during the day, 
ask them to keep an eye and uti- 
lize tracking information to nar- 
row down the window of time to 
expect the delivery. If you wan to 
avoid the risk altogether consider 
having packages delivered else- 
where to a place where you know 
someone you trust will be avail- 
able to hold the package until you 
are able to take possession of it 
such as a work place or a family 
member’s house. 

The easiest way to avoid pack- 
age theft without having orders 
delivered to a different location is 
to stick with the simple signature 
requirement. The post office or 
delivery service usually makes at 
least two attempts to deliver, then 
leaves a note saying that package 
can be picked up at the post of- 
fice or facility and the extra trip 
to pick it up is usually worth it if 
it means peace of mind. 

Try not to become over- 
whelmed with the constant holi- | 
day hype and don’t think that you 
need to give exorbitant gifts to 
show you care. Remember that 
this is the time of year to enjoy | 
the holidays and spend quality 
time with the people you care 
about. Enjoy yourself, stick to 
your budget, and leave diets for 
next year! 


Photo courtesy of Creative Commons 


A Personal Note of Thanks to the Observer’s 
Editors-in-Chief! 


This issue of the Observer marks not only the final issue of 2017, but also the last issue 
for the paper’s co-editors-in-chief, Bailey Torrissi and Travis Barrett. I want to personally 
thank both Bailey and Travis for all their help this semester. I started off the semester feeling 
a bit intimidated, not only as newcomer to the Observer staff, but also to journalistic writing 
in general. Bailey, Travis and the rest of the Observer staff put me at ease and made me feel 
welcome right away. Thank you both for all your help, advice, patience and encouragement 
throughout the semester and I wish you the best of luck and the utmost success in you next 


endeavors! 
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From the NECC Observer to NBC 


Former NECC student 


interns in the Special 


Investigations Unit 
By ERNIE GREENSLADE 
NECC News Room 

When Northern Essex Com- 
munity College journalism/ 
communications student Cleo 
Brigham had the opportunity to 
meet NBC Boston chief meteo- 
rologist Matt Noyes, a Haverhill 
resident, at commencement last 
year, she shared that she would 
be looking for an internship. 

Noyes, who was the 2017 
commencement speaker, suggest- 
ed Brigham send him her writing 
samples and her resume, which 
she quickly followed up on. 

That brief encounter led to 
an internship this semester with 
NBC Boston’s Special Investiga- 
tion Unit, an experience that has 
helped shaped Brigham’s career 
plans. 

“T used to think I wanted to be 
in print, but this has opened me 
up to the video side of the field,” 
says Brigham, a former editor of 
the Observer, NECC’s student 
newspaper. “It’s important to 
be versatile, the more skills you 
have the more valuable you are.” 
As one of two interns in her de- 


partment, Brigham has a vari- 

ety of responsibilities. A lot of 

her work has been with “NBC 

Boston Responds,” which han- 

dles the concerns of consumers. 

Viewers submit consumer com- 
plaints and Brigham researches 
those complaints and transcribes 
broadcast interviews, pulling key 
quotes and important facts for the 
reporters. 

“In broadcast, you can’t tell 
everything. I go through the in- 
terview footage, which can be 
up to a half hour in length, and 
get the reporters everything they 
need to write the story.” 

She says one of the most ex- 
citing aspects of her internship is 
going on shoots with the reporters 
and camerapersons. “I get to go 
in the field, watch the interviews, 
and see how they set up.” So far, 
she has assisted with two lifestyle 
shoots, one on a new restaurant 
located in Salem, Mass., and the 
second on a new boutique fitness 
center on Newbury St. in Boston. 

It may seem like this opportu- 
nity fell into her lap, but landing 
this internship took persistence, 
she says. “When I met Matt, I 
thought this was meant to be,” 
she says. “But it took a month 
and a half to hear back, and I got 
discouraged.” Noyes emailed her 
promising to seek out internships 


I used to think I wanted to be in print, but this has opened me up to 


the video side of the field. 
- Cleo Brigham 


and, within an hour, she heard 
back from him with a lead on her 
internship. 

After graduating from Marsh- 
wood High School in Eliot, Maine 
in 2014, Brigham took a gap year 
before enrolling at Northern Es- 
sex, based on the reputation of its 
journalism program. 

She says she was “revitalized” 
here at Northern Essex. “I took 
journalism with Mary Jo Shafer 
and mass communications with 


Amy Callahan. I started as a staff | 


writer for the Observer and the 
following semester, I was editor 
in chief; writing editorials, doing 
research, designing the paper, and 
copy editing.” 

Brigham is finishing up a cou- 
ple of classes at Northern Essex 
this semester and in the spring 
she plans to transfer, either to 
Emerson College or Suffolk Uni- 
versity, where she will continue 
her journalism studies and build 
her skills in video production. 

Brigham always knew she 
wanted to be a journalist and her 
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Ph 
Cleo Brigham and Professor Amy Callahan pose for a 
picture during the 2016 graduation. 


experiences at Northern Essex 
and NBC Boston have confirmed 
that. “I know that I instinctively 
like to inform people and share 
knowledge, which is why jour- 
nalism is such a good fit for me.” 

Northern Essex offers an As- 
sociate Degree in Liberal Arts 
with a journalism/communica- 


tion option, which prepares stu- 
dents for transfer and for careers 
in print or broadcast journalism, 
including jobs with newspapers, 
magazines, publishing, television 
or radio. For more information, 
contact enrollment services, ad- 
missions@necc.mass.edu or 978 
556-3700. 


WE MEET YOU WHERE YOU ARE. 


Roger Williams 


University 


SCHOOL OF CONTINUING STUDIES 


School of Continuing Studies at Roger Williams University is 
committed to lifelong learning by providing educational 
opportunities for part-time adult and continuing education students 
interested in deg hancement, and personal 
enrichment. fer credits from 


previou 


S$ COU 


e We accept up to 90 credits towards your bachelor’s & 45 credits 
towards your associates; transfer credit, military training, credit 
documentation (including life experience), College Level Exam 
Prep (CLEP). Credit transfer evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 


WHAT'S NEW? 


We've added a few new programs & courses to our offerings 


© Healthy Community 
¢ Gateway to College 
e Stackable Programs 


WANT TO LEARN MORE? 


Email or call us to schedule a time to meet with one 
of our Admission Counselors! 
Octavia Roy | oroy@rwu.edu | 401.254.3573 


YOUR GOAL. OUR PURPOSE. 
SCS.RWU.EDU 
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© Corporate Communication 
e Emergency Medical Technician (EMT) Basic 
e Continuing Studies Pathway Programs 


Call for 


The great divide on 
important issues must be 
stopped. 


By BRENNAN COONEY 
Correspondent 

According to a USA Today poll from 
March, 75 percent of Americans believe 
the country to be “greatly divided” on im- 
portant issues. 

Indeed, countless examples of visceral 
exchanges between politicians, celebri- 
ties, and even friends and family can be 
brought to mind. 

It can seem impossible to sit comfort- 
ably in the same room as some people, 
knowing they are just so plain wrong 
about so much. But, as we draw near the 
holiday season, consider a miracle from 
the trenches of the most destructive con- 
flict in European history, one still known 
as The Great War. Consider the Christmas 
Truce of 1914. 

The History Channel website recounts 
how early Christmas morning, a few Ger- 
man soldiers emerged from their hastily 
erected fortifications along the western 
front and called out “Merry Christmas” in 
English. 

At first, the Allied forces believed the 
gesture to be bait for an attack, but eventu- 
ally British soldiers joined their unarmed 
enemies in the fields to recover their dead, 
shake hands with their German counter- 
parts and even play soccer with the men 
they were supposed to kill. 

The truce was short lived, and by order 
of commanders on both sides of the con- 
flict, never repeated. But, the memory of 
the truce endures as a message of humani- 
ty amidst the hellish landscape of the first 
modern war. 

The bravery of those first men, to step 


a truce 


unarmed from their only protection and 
to entrust their lives to the men they had 
been taught to fear and hate, is something 
to be marveled at and admired. 

Indeed, in today’s polarized climate, 
when even siblings may refuse to com- 
municate over finer points of ideology, the 
example of those soldiers may be best re- 
membered by emulating them. 

As we enter into the Holiday Season, 
let’s make a serious effort at a truce. Put 
down Twitter, turn off the news and call 
that person you had a heated disagreement 
with and bury the hatchet. 

When those hot button topics come up 
at the family dinner table, because they 
will, make the choice to let the moment 
pass. 

In this season which across nations and 
cultures is a time of peace and joy, let’s re- 
flect on those precious moments that bring 
us together for once. 

In our chaotic and divided world, 
Northern Essex staff and students from 
all over will no doubt be making time for 
the people they cherish. Charitable orga- 
nizations in our communities will go into 
overdrive, hoping to make the coldest 
months of the year a little warmer for the 
ones who need it most. 

Look carefully and you might even see 
small, individual acts of compassion. The 
rumors of our humanity’s death have been 
heavily exaggerated. If only for a few 
weeks, with honest and open hearts, let’s 
climb out from behind our biases, argu- 
ments and opinions. It may be shocking to 
see real, living people behind the scathing 
labels and bitter opinions. 

Don’t forget they are just as surprised 
to see your hand extended, not in a uni- 
versally recognized rude gesture, but for 
a simple handshake. Will you be one of 
the first to wish your opponent a Merry 
Christmas, and a Happy New Year? 
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Alagoz’s triple-double paces men’s basketball past Holyoke 


Knights sweep the floor Holyoke Community Col- 


with the competition 
By Athletic Administration 


Haverhill, MA (December 
1, 2017) — A triple-double (15 
points, 10 rebounds and 11 as- 
sists) from freshman Emir Alagoz 
(Istanbul, Turkey) helped lead the 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege men’s basketball team past 


lege on the road last evening 

by a final score of 99-85 for 

their fourth straight win. The 
Knights are now 7-2 on the sea- 
son. 

Sophomore classmates Eddie 
Cardona (Haverhill, MA) and 
Adam Goldstein (North Read- 
ing, MA) also collected dou- 
ble-doubles in the game. Cardona 
poured in 29 points and added 


NECC Knights begin warm-ups before game against 


STATISTICS CATEGORY 
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Points per game allowed 
Opponents’ Field goal % 


Opponents’ 3PT percentage 


Photo by Athletic Administration 
MassBay. 


10 rebounds. He nearly missed 
a triple-double of his own con- 
tributing 9 assists on the game. 
Goldstein added 23 points and 16 
rebounds. 

Alexis Estrella (Lawrence, 
MA) was also in double figures 
for scoring on Thursday night as 
he added 13 points. DJ Greenhal- 
gh (Dracut, MA) led the Knights 
defensively with four steals and 
four blocked shots. 


The Knights return to ac- 
tion on Saturday when they host 
Springfield Technical Communi- 
ty College in Sport and Fitness 
Center in Haverhill. First tip is 
1:00pm. 


Northern Essex Community 
College competes as a member 
of the National Junior College 
Athletic Association (NJCAA) 
and sponsors eight varsity inter- 


Emir Alagoz defends MassBay guard #20. 


collegiate sports including base- 
ball, men’s basketball, softball, 
women’s volleyball, men’s and 
women’s cross country and men’s 
and women’s track and field. For 
more information on Northern 
Essex Community College Ath- 
letics please visit the official 
website of Northern Essex Ath- 
letics (http://athletics.necc.mass. 
edu). 
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November NECC Knights basketball schedule 
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| By ELLEN SMALL Davis 
NECC NewsRoom 

| After playing basketball for 
Northern Essex Community Col- 
lege playing for a professional 
basketball in Turkey should be a 
slam dunk for Guney Kilitcioglu 
and Emir Alagoz. 

The two Turkish natives, who 
Ihave studied English since the 
first grade, are in their first se- 
mester at Northern Essex. Both 
are members of the 10-man 
Knights basketball team under 
the tutelage of longtime NECC 
basketball coach Joe Tardif. 

“Tt is a pleasure to have both 
Guney and Emir on the basketball 
team this year. They both bring a 
work ethic to the classroom and 
the basketball court that many 
of the American players do not 
have,” Said Tardiff. “They are a 
great addition to the team.” 

The young men are among the 
more than two dozen internation- 
al students enrolled at NECC. 

“Guney and Emir have inte- 

grated very well on campus, both 
in the classroom and with their 
teammates, “ said Daniel Blair, 
NECC’s director of athletics. 
“Regardless of the sport, inter- 
national students bring a unique 
style of play and have always 
brought an added sense of matu- 
rity to their teams on the court.” 
_ Kilitcioglu, 18, arrived in the 
states just this past summer to 
play Amateur Athletic Union 
(AAU) Basketball in California. 
Alagoz, 19, has been here for two 
years having attended The Phelps 
School in Pennsylvania and Vic- 
tory Rock Prep in Florida. He 
also attended the California AAU 
program this past summer. 

The two aspiring profession- 
al basketball players shared an 
academic advisor. They became 
accidental roommates when it 
was recommended they both at- 


5 Emir Alagoz 
near: ° FR 


tend NECC and play basketball. 
American college basketball is 
unlike college basketball in Tur- 
key, they explain. In Europe col- 
lege teams are not supported by 
the schools. 

The club teams are instead 
where the competition lies. Time 
spent on an American college or 
university’s parquet, they said, is 
certain to give them credibility in 
the EuroLeague where, they not- 
ed, Turkey currently has the best 
team in the league. It is their goal 
to be playing in that league within 
the next few years. 

Kilitcioglu, a business transfer 
major, and Alagoz, a psycholo- 
gy major, intend to transfer to a 
four-year college or university to 
pursue their bachelor degrees and 
continue shooting hoops. 

They credit Tardif with being 
helpful and patient with them. It 
has taken some time for them to 
learn the American approach to 
basketball. 

“Tn Europe it is more of a team 
sport,” said Kilitcioglu. “And it 
is much more physical playing 
defense... you can’t touch here or 
you get fouled.” 

At six foot three inches, Kil- 
itcioglu plays shooting guard or 
point guard. Alagoz, at six feet 
two inches, is also a point guard. 

Haverhill’s suburban setting 
has taken some getting used to, 
they said. With no car and no li- 
cense, they rely on public trans- 
portation to travel from their 
downtown Haverhill apartment. 
Both were raised in Istanbul, the 
most populated city in Turkey, so 
Haverhill and its environs seems 
a little sleepy. The lack of local 
flavorful Turkish fare has been 
challenging. They are eager to re- 
turn to Turkey during the semes- 
ter break. 


Height: 6'2” 


Hometown: Istanbul, Turkey 


High School: 


Position: Guard 


GP:10 
PTS/G: 16.3 
FG %: 55.2 
3PT %: 41.0 
FT %70.5 
REB/G: 4.7 
A/G: 4.7 


Edison Academics 
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Turks play for NECC Knights 
New NECC basketball players make a splash in first season with Knights. 


t Photo by Athletic Department 
Emir Alagoz #5 (left) and Guney Kilitcioglu #44 (right) dribble up the court. 


44 Guney Kilitcioglu 
Year?" "ER 
Hometown: Istanbul, Turkey > 
High School: The Koc School 

Position: G/F 

GP:10 : 
PTS/G: 8.0 

FG %: 42.9 

BP 052758 

FT %: 64.3 

REB/G: 3.5 : 


Height: 63” 


A/G: 0.8 
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Just for Fun 


Winter Break 101 
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e Are you interested in working 


with children and families in 
crisis? 


Working with kids in schools? 


e Advocating fce- children in the 


court system? 


¢ Counseling young adults, 


elderly or those facing 
addiction? 


¢ Pursuing a career in 


Human Resources, Business or 
Marketing? 
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JACKET PROJECT STRESS 


JANUARY RESEARCHPAPER WINTERBREAK 


FINISH WHAT YOU STARTED 


Start in January and in just 24 months you can graduate with your 
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology. The program is designed for students 
with an associate’s degree or its equivalent (61-64 credits). 
Highlights of the Bachelor of Arts in Psychology: 

Tuition includes textbooks and meals 

Mix of evening traditional, online and hybrid formats 

Scholarships for qualified students 


Internship/work opportunities to help build your resume 
A 


Contact us today - we’ll help you every step of the way. 


www.merrimack.edu/psychdegree 4 
professionalstudies@merrimack.edu 
978-837-3563 
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MERRIMACK COLLEGE 
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